
 
 
 

New Jersey Primary Care Association   
March 21, 2019, Senate Budget Committee Remarks 

 
NJPCA represents all 24 Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) and their 137 sites of care.  Federally Qualified 

Health Centers, also known as Community Health Centers, provide affordable, quality, and efficient primary healthcare to 

over half a million New Jerseyans in every county of the state.  FQHCs are federally mandated to provide care to all, 

regardless of a patient’s ability to pay.  We are proud to provide comprehensive, medical, dental and behavioral health 

services for all ages.  

 

Our New Jersey Neighbors:  In 2018, the New Jersey FQHCs saved the State $270.4 million when they provided primary 

and preventive care services to over half a million individuals--569,965 patients.  Over 50% of those patients were covered 

by Medicaid and 28% were uninsured.  Along with Medicare covering 6%, that means that 83% of patients were uninsured 

or publicly insured and 95% are under 200% of the federal poverty level.  These are the folks who are not filling up New 

Jersey’s emergency rooms.  They are getting healthy and staying healthy utilizing primary care services, dental services 

and behavioral health—integrated care on a consistent and non-emergent basis. 

 

Uncompensated Care:  Last year with your support, Center dentists were able to identify cancer in the mouths of patients 

being seen for a regular dentist visit and also provide fillings/sealants to a 6-year old’s mouth to keep him healthy and 

able to watch his favorite television show.  Along with primary care, dental is another service that the uncompensated 

care fund provides—it keeps our neighbors healthy.  Last year, the State allocated $32 million for Health Center 

uncompensated care but it wasn’t enough—the amount was $1.6 million short. 

 

Increased Behavioral Health Services to Fight the Opioid Crisis:  This year, Community Health Centers can provide 

increased substance use disorder treatment and mental health services in a variety of ways we never could.   We were 

told that Community Health Centers have permission to use psychiatrists to provide care to our communities and 

additional changes enable Health Centers to provide Medication Assisted Treatment to support patients.  This is life-

changing and life-saving news for our patients covered by Medicaid.  But we still have a huge issue to work on.  Right now, 

a hospital can use their charity care fund to take care of an uninsured person who walks in off the street who needs 

behavioral health assistance or treatment.  But a Community Health Center is not able to use uncompensated care funds 

for behavioral health treatment.  We have an opioid crisis in New Jersey, so this just does not make a whole lot of sense. 

 

Our Ask:  We appreciate the retention of funding language which allows for overages in the uncompensated care budget 

for Health Centers.  However, we could use your help in allowing the uninsured to get the behavioral health services they 

desperately need.  Community Health Centers should be allowed to use uncompensated care funds for behavioral health 

issues.  This year we are asking for an additional $5 million to cover the overage amount from last year and to provide 

increased behavioral health services in our fight against the opioid crisis. 

 

NJPCA is grateful for the legislature’s continued support of Community Health Centers.  
 
For more information, contact NJPCA Communications Coordinator Toni Granato at tgranato@njpca.org or by phone listed below. 
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