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President Donald Trump announced that his administration will roll out a diagnostic platform for those 
who are concerned about their symptoms or risk factors related to coronavirus. The site was described 
at a Friday afternoon press conference by the recently appointed White House coronavirus response 
coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx, who said it is designed for users to input their symptoms into an online 
questionnaire to see if they need to be tested for the virus. 

If the system identifies symptoms or risk factors associated with the virus, it will also tell patients their 
options for the closest "drive-thru" test they can take. From there, labs would process the data with 
"high throughput" automated machines to provide results in 24-36 hours, Birx said. LabCorps and Quest 
were among the private partners charged by the president to develop a plan to expand testing before 
they responded with the testing model in 72 hours, Birx said. Trump later added that other private 
partners like Walmart, Target, and CVS were looking into putting their massive amounts of parking lot 
space to use hosting drive-thru testing.  

Drive-thru testing has already been set up in cities close to centers of the outbreak like Seattle and 
Denver, but the model is ripe for expansion as it allows potential patients to be tested within a matter of 
minutes without the risk of spreading the infection to others. 

Birx did not specify any cost associated with the online platform and the test. Meanwhile, Trump 
repeatedly discouraged anyone from seeking tests for the virus if they aren't showing symptoms."We 
don't want people to take a test if we feel that they shouldn't be doing it," Trump said. "And we don't 
want everybody running out and taking [it,] only if you have certain symptoms." 
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