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President Donald Trump on Friday declared the coronavirus pandemic a national 

emergency, as Washington struggles with providing Americans with relief and officials 

race to slow the spread of the outbreak. Trump said, “I am officially declaring a national 

emergency.” He said it would free up as much as $50 billion for state and local 

governments to respond to the outbreak. Trump also waived interest on federally held 

student loans and moved to prop up energy markets, by directing the Department of 

Energy to buy oil to fill the strategic petroleum reserve “'right up to the top.” 

Trump said he was giving Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar emergency 

authorities to waive federal regulations and laws to give doctors and hospitals 

“flexibility” in treating patients. 

He also announced a new public-private partnership to expand coronavirus testing 

capabilities. The partnership will include drive-thru testing in some locations and an 

online portal to screen those seeking to get tested. 

Trump said the White House and Congress have yet to agree on a broader aid package, 

claiming that he doesn't believe House Democrats are "giving enough." Lawmakers are 

preparing to vote on their own measure Friday. Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Friday the 

House would approve its coronavirus aid package, imploring the Trump administration 

and congressional Republicans to “put families first” by backing the effort to provide 

Americans with relief. 

Central to the package is free testing for the virus and guaranteed sick pay for workers 

who are taking time away from jobs, along with an infusion of dollars to handle 

unemployment benefits and boost food programs for children, families and seniors. 

Hospitals welcomed Trump’s emergency declaration, which they and lawmakers in 

Congress had been requesting. It allows the Health and Human Services Department to 

temporarily waive certain federal rules that can make it harder for hospitals and other 

health care facilities to respond to an emergency. 

Such rules include a Medicare requirement that a patient spend three days in the hospital 

before the program will pay for care in a nursing facility. Waiving the rule would make 

more inpatient beds available. Another rule requires doctors and other clinicians to be 

licensed in the state in which they are providing services. It can be waived if the 

physician is licensed in another state. 



The American Medical Association said the emergency declaration would help ensure 

America's health care system has sufficient resources to properly respond to the ongoing 

outbreak. 

Trump's actions were also viewed favorably on Wall Street, sending the Dow Jones 

Industrial Average up 1,985 points, or 9.4%, its best gain since October 2008. Stocks 

doubled their gains in the last half-hour of trading as Trump made his remarks. 

For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as 

fever and cough. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health 

problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. The vast majority of 

people recover. According to the World Health Organization, people with mild illness 

recover in about two weeks, while those with more severe illness may take three to six 

weeks to be over it. 

The House aid package builds on an emergency $8.3 billion measure approved last week. 

Pelosi promised a third coronavirus package will follow soon, though the House is 

leaving Washington on Friday for a previously scheduled recess. That measure will 

include more aggressive steps to boost the U.S. economy, which economists fear has 

already slipped into recession. But there's little appetite within either party for Trump's 

proposal to suspend collection of the 6.2% Social Security payroll tax. States are already 

clamoring for fiscal relief from Washington as the virus threatens their budgets. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, infectious disease chief at the National Institutes of Health, in several 

television interviews Friday, said more tests would be available over the next week, but 

that officials should not wait before trying to mitigate the virus' effects. “We will have 

considerably more testing in the future, but you don't wait for testing,” Fauci said on 

“CBS This Morning." He said school closings and similar measures are "generally an 

appropriate approach.” 
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