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States hit hardest by the spread of coronavirus will see drive-through and walk-through testing sites set 

up this week, the White House said on Sunday, a shift that will provide more information about how 

widely the virus has spread across the country. The sites each will be able to screen 2,000 to 4,000 

people per day, with priority given to health care workers, first responders and people age 65 and older 

with respiratory symptoms and fevers above 99.6 degrees.  

 

"We are going from somewhat manual, relatively slow phases, to a testing regimen that we can test 

many tens of thousands to hundreds of thousands of individuals per week, and maybe even more," said 

Adm. Brett Giroir, who is leading the Department of Health and Human Services' efforts in coordinating 

coronavirus testing.  

 

Nearly 2 million tests will be available this week and more than 10 states now have drive-through testing 

sites, officials said.  Dr. Deborah Birx, who is part of the White House's coronavirus task force, said that 

as testing ramps up, the number of reported coronavirus cases will rise. She urged Americans to let the 

most vulnerable people go first.   

Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, "The worst is yet 

ahead for us," he said, warning that Americans need to take steps to reduce the risk of spreading the 

disease. "It's how we respond to that challenge that will determine what the ultimate endpoint is going 

to be."  

Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said the pandemic may exceed the capacity of the 

hospital system, and said the government was working to increase its supplies of ventilators, field 

hospital units and supplies for health workers. 
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Vice President Mike Pence urged people to stay home from work if they felt sick. "No American worker 

should worry about missing a pay check if they're feeling ill," he said. 

Responding to criticism that a new paid sick leave package agreed to with the House of Representatives 

early on Saturday does not cover workers for companies with more than 500 companies, Pence said: 

"We have every confidence that the extension of paid and family leave to Americans will be extended in 

a way that should give every American that confidence." 

Google said it was "partnering" with the government on a "nationwide website" with information about 

symptoms, risks and testing information.  

 
 


